ImmunoComb ® Antibody Test Kit for Poultry
Chlamydophila psittaci  (Chlamyadia psittaci )

Product Information

General Information

Psittacosis (also known as Chlamydiosis or Ornithosis) is caused by
Chlamydophila psittaci  (C hlamydia psittaci) . This bacterium is an obligate
intracellular parasite, which infects animals and humans. The sick animal
excretes the infectious agent in its bodily fluids, the stool being the major
conduit.

Among the manifestations of Psittacosis in poultry are weight loss,
reduction of appetite, diarrhea, labored breathing, and drop in egg
production. These symptoms are dependent on the strain and severity of
infection.

During the typical course of infection, Psittacosis spreads in an epidemic-

like fashion, often affecting up to 30% of the flock. While young chicks are
especially susceptible, in adult birds the “Psittacosis Syndrome” is

characterized by a number of other respiratory viral infections. The C.
psittaci infection causes financial strain on the poultry raiser by reducing
productivity of the flock. Once diagnosed, antibiotics can treat this

disease.

As a zoonotic disease,  C. psittaci can take the form of a severe pneumonia
in humans. Those at risk of infection are slaughterhouse staff and poultry
raisers who come in contact with infected animals or contaminated meat.

In poultry, the initial infection starts in the respiratory tract and has a

latent period of up to 8 weeks. Antibody titers to C. psittaci appear after
this initial phase, peaking during the acute phase of infection.

With periodical screening of adult sera, Psittacosis outbreaks can be

detected early and dealt with before reaching epidemic proportions.

Treatment with antibiotics causes a gradual decrease in anti-

Chlamydophila antibody levels. Chronic infections are characterized by
persistence of low antibody levels.



Technology: The ImmunoComb  ®©

Biogal’s Poultry  Chlamydophila psittaci  (Chlamyadlia psittaci ) Antibody
Test Kit is a user-friendly assay based on the dot ELISA principle for
determining antibody levels to C. psittaci in poultry and turkey serum,
whole blood or egg yolk. The test can be performed in both the laboratory

and the field. No special instruments are required. Results, which are read

by eye, are obtained in about 40 minutes. Each kit contains sufficient

reagents for 30 tests.

Intended Use:

The Kit is designed to determine IgG antibody titers to Chlamydophila
psittaci in turkeys and chickens. It provides information about previous
exposure to  C. psittaci .
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